
Anti-Black Racism & Anti Racism & Discrimination Task Force –  
Minutes 
Date:  June 19th, 2020 
 
 
present- Alethia O’Hara-Stephenson, Steve Anderson, ken Topping, Shyanne Ricci, 
Geer Harvey, Simran Bhamu, Althea Casamento.  
 
Absent- Soha Soliman, Bella Carter, Chief, Kent Moore, Mayor, Wade Mills. 
602pm meeting initiated 
Land Acknowledgment 
June- Acknowledged as Indigenous Peoples Month 
June 21st- Acknowledged as Indigenous Peoples Da 
June 19th- Acknowledged as Juneteeth in the US 
Ancestral Acknowledgment- recognizing the contributions of Black Canadians to 
Dufferin County and Canada as a whole 
 
Introduction of Deputy Mayor Anderson to Welcome Task Force Members and say a 
few words. 
Chair Comments and Welcome. 
Call for individuals to present themselves for position of Vice-Chair and Secretary. 
 
Althea presented herself as Vice Chair. 
Motion moved by Simran Bhamu and Second by Geer Harvey 
No discussions raised and no other members presented themselves for the role.  All 
was in favor of having Althea Casamento as Vice Chair.  The motion was voted on with 
no objections.  The motion was carried approving Althea Casamento as Vice Chair of 
the task force.  
 
Geer presented himself as Secretary 
Motion moved by Ken Topping and second by Simran Bhamu 
Concerns noted regarding the potential amount of work to be undertaken by the 
secretary and suggestions put forward to request the help of the town to help with some 
administrative duties such as surveys etc.  Request to have the town advise on what 
support we can get from the town with some of the potential administrative duties above 
and beyond meeting minutes.  No other members presented themselves for the role.  
All was in favor and the Motion was carried approving Geer as Secretary of the Task 
Force. 
 
Request for funding of $15,000 made available to this task force from the Shelburne 
Town Council put forward by Chair. 
Motion moved by Althea Casamento and Second by Simran Bhamu 
Some discussions were had regarding the use of the money.  Answer included 
advertising and the presenting of the materials as well as training/education for the 
taskforce.  No further discussions.  All was in favor, the motion was voted on with no 



objections .  All was in favor and the motion was carried to request funding from The 
Town of Shelburne for funds up to $15,000 to execute the deliverables of the task force. 
 
Terms of reference was presented. No discussions or concerns noted 
Mandate was presented.  Some discussion points raised regarding the language of the 
mandate and it was determined that  the task force will review the mandate and come 
back at next meeting to discuss the use of the word marginalized vs racialized and any 
other findings by the group.  
 
Call for motion to have the meetings every two weeks was agreed to by all.  Instead of 
meeting on Fridays, it was suggested that we meet on Thursdays instead, with the 
same 2 week frequency.  All was in favor of having a poll or survey created to determine 
the best time to hold the meetings going forward 
 
Meeting adjourned 702pm.  
 
 


